Effect of multidrug therapy on the levels of antibodies to Mycobacterium leprae glycolipid-1 in the leprosy spectrum.
Sera from one hundred and forty five untreated leprosy patients, ten proven cases of active pulmonary tuberculosis and twenty five healthy volunteers not exposed to M. leprae infection were assayed for PGL-1 antibodies. All available follow up samples after multidrug therapy were also assayed. A decline in the level of PGL-1 antibodies were seen in many of the post-treatment samples, giving an indirect assessment of the bacterial load and the prognosis of the disease.